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belonging to the father and enjoy a more exclusive
right to it.

The division between the parents and the married
son usually takes place after some accident of domestic
friction. The maternal uncle acts as mediator and
proposes the division on behalf of the young man. He
will negotiate with the old to decide the share to be
allotted to the son. But the division between mar-
ried brothers is automatic when their parents are
dead.

Let us take an example of a Chia, consisting of a
father, a mother, two sons, and a daughter. When the
first son gets married and demands a division, the land
will be divided into four parts. The first part is that
reserved for the parents. The second share is the extra
share for the first son. The rest is equally divided
between the two brothers.

The share reserved for the parents will be sufficient
to provide for their daily life as well as the marriage
expenses of the second son and the daughter ; its size
will therefore depend on the number of unmarried
children and the living expenses of the parents.

The eldest son receives two shares, the extra share
being a small one. The size of the extra share depends
on the economic contribution that he has made to the
collective unit. The first son, being older, will un-
doubtedly have made more contributions than his
younger brother. Moreover, in the view of the
villagers, he has also a greater ceremonial obligation
towards the dead parents.

The share for the unmarried son is nominal. He will
live with his parents and has no independent status.
But he can demand the share when he is married. If
one of the parents dies before his marriage, further